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for an end to conventional coal," said 
Bruce Nilles, who oversees the Sierra 
Club's National Coal (nasdaq: NCOC 
- news - people ) Campaign. 

The plant's developers, LS Power and 
Dynegy Inc. (nyse: DYN - news - 
people ), were reviewing the ruling and 
did not have an immediate comment. 

At a June 3 hearing, lawyers represent-
ing state regulators and plant develop-
ers said there was no federal standard 
yet to reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions, and warned that a ruling to regu-
late the gas would "short-circuit" legis-
lators' work to develop new rules. 

The plant is expected to create more 
than 100 full-time jobs and give mil-
lions of dollars in tax revenues to Early 
County, where almost a quarter of the 
12,000 residents live in poverty. It 
would power more than a half-million 
homes through utilities in Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida. 

Each year it would emit as much as 9 
million tons of carbon dioxide, worry-
ing critics who say it could cause 
health problems in a county that al-

ready suffers above-average air pollu-
tion. 

Nilles said he and other environmental 
attorneys are now preparing similar 
arguments to delay about 30 coal 
plants now in active litigation. "The 
issue is now teed up from Nevada to 
North and South Carolina," he said. 

The decision will force state regulators 
to reconsider coal-fired power plants 
and could push state regulators toward 
cleaner and more efficient energy, said 
Patti Durand, director of the Sierra 
Club's Georgia chapter. 

"It's a scandal that energy companies 
are still trying to build coal plants even 
though they cause global warming," 
she said. "I can't be more thrilled. It's a 
huge ruling. This is a new day in the 
United States, and I'm thrilled." 

Copyright 2008 Associated Press. 
All rights reserved. This material 
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ATLANTA - By GREG BLUESTEIN 
06.30.08, 5:33 PM ET. Forbes 
(http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/200
8/06/30/ap5169861.html) 

The construction of a coal-fired power 
plant in Georgia was halted Monday 
when a judge ruled that the plant's 
builders must first obtain a permit 
from state regulators that limits the 
amount of carbon dioxide emissions. 

The judge's decision overturned a rul-
ing that allowed the construction of 
the $2 billion Longleaf Energy Plant, 
which would become Georgia's first 
new coal-fired plant in more than two 
decades. 

Environmentalists said the decision 
marks the first time that a judge has 
applied a U.S. Supreme Court finding 
that carbon dioxide is a pollutant to 
emissions from an industrial source. 
The court's April 2007 decision re-
quired the Environmental Protection 
Agency to regulate carbon dioxide, the 
greenhouse gas most blamed for global 
warming. 

"We will be taking this decision and 
making the same arguments to push 
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"The young girl represents an obviously positive future for our country  
when we go green in a big way.  She is youthful,  vibrant, and healthy,  
but is currently "muzzled" or veiled.  The blue and blue-green striated  
effect on her body suggests sky, water, turquoise.......  The beautiful  
golden orb represents free energy given by nature:  solar energy that  
is already fully capable of being used to solve a huge percentage of  
our heating needs (from what I have heard described, through the use of  
fields of huge mirrors heating water to steam).  And of course the flag  
stripes and colors mean that going in this direction is the truly  
patriotic thing to do (my effort to fight in a small way against the  
Orwellian use of so many symbols and words)." 



first to sound the alarm over the 
reality of global warming - to argue 
that radical steps need to be taken 
immediately if the "perfect storm" of 
irreversible climate change is not to 
become inevitable. 

Speaking before Congress again, he 
will accuse the chief executive officers 
of companies such as ExxonMobil 
and Peabody Energy of being fully 
aware of the disinformation about 
climate change they are spreading. 

In an interview with the Guardian he 
said: "When you are in that kind of 
position, as the CEO of one the 
primary players who have been 
putting out misinformation even via 
organisations that affect what gets 

This article appeared in the 
Guardian on Monday June 23 2008 on 
p8 of the UK news section. It was 
last updated at 10:42 on June 24 
2008.  

James Hansen, one of the world's 
leading climate scientists, will today 
call for the chief executives of large 
fossil fuel companies to be put on trial 
for high crimes against humanity and 
nature, accusing them of actively 
spreading doubt about global warming 
in the same way that tobacco 
companies blurred the links between 
smoking and cancer. 

Hansen will use the symbolically 
charged 20th anniversary of his 
groundbreaking speech (pdf) to the US 
Congress - in which he was among the 

into school textbooks, then I think 
that's a crime." 

He is also considering personally 
targeting members of Congress who 
have a poor track record on climate 
change in the coming November 
elections. He will campaign to have 
several of them unseated. Hansen's 
speech to Congress on June 23 1988 
is seen as a seminal moment in 
bringing the threat of global warming 
to the public's attention. At a time 
when most scientists were still 
hesitant to speak out, he said the 
evidence of the greenhouse gas effect 
was 99% certain, adding "it is time to 
stop waffling". 

He will tell the House select 
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We Could have saved the Earth but we were too damned cheap!  
                                     Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 

Put oil firm chiefs on trial, says leading climate 
change scientist 
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